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AGuide to theMystery

AtMass, heaven and earth meet.

The Lord Jesus Christ, risen from the dead on Easter morning, draws near to His people. He
gathers us into one place, speaks to us through His Word, feeds us with His life, and sends us
back into the world renewed. The Mass is not just something we attend. It is a living encounter

with the Risen Lord, a glimpse of the new life He won for us through His sacrifice and Resurrection.

The Gathering We come together as one family before the Lord. We bring our joys and burdens,
our gratitude and our failures, and place them before His mercy. In this first movement of theMass, we
remember that we belong to Him, and that He is already at work among us.

TheWord In the Scriptures, the Lord speaks to His people. The Mass is filled with His Word, and
more than that, the whole Mass is shaped by it. Here, the Word of the Lord is not only read. It is heard,
answered, prayed, and made present in the life of the Church. We are gathered into a story much larger
than our own, and invited to hear the Lord anew.

The Eucharist At the heart of the Mass, the Lord gives us a gift beyond words. Through the
words of Christ and the invocation of the Holy Spirit, bread and wine become the Body and Blood of
Christ. In this mystery, the Lord feeds His people and unites the Word and the Eucharist as one act of
sacrifice. The table before us is at once the table of the Word and the table of His Body.

TheMission Mass does not end with the final blessing. The same Lord we encounter here goes
with us into our homes, our work, and our daily lives, calling us to carry His light, His peace, and His
love to others.

“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and be glad.”

—Psalm 118:24
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From the Pastor

Even though I rarely hike, or bike, or ski, or kayak, I still love living in the Pacific
Northwest. View for view on a daily basis, I am not sure there is anywhere more
beautiful in the world.

But I also love it because living here allows me to viscerally connect with the Passion, Death,
and Resurrection of our Lord. At the beginning of Lent, we are still deep into the cold,
dark, gray, rainy season. In fact, we are six months into it, and our souls are ground down
by so many months of oppression. I find I am always less energetic and mildly depressed
around the time of AshWednesday, and entering into Lent is extremely difficult because
I am not sure what else can be wrung out of the dry stone of my life. This is a profound
analogy for sin and the way it slowly eats away at us until we are shells of our former selves.

Then, the closer and closer we get to Easter, the more the beauty of our natural Eden
shows forth. The cherry buds blossom, we begin to have days so clear that you can see the
mountains all the way up in Canada, and things begin the feel hopeful again. I can think of
fewer experiences more like emerging from the tomb of death into eternal life. Living here
most of my life, I cannot separate PNW Spring from Easter, and I am thankful for it: I can
feel, in my bones the joy and exultation of the Resurrection of our Lord.

Of course, there is overlap. In my ideal world, we would have unending rain right up
through Good Friday, and then nothing but sun for the 50 days of Easter. That never
happens. We start to see glimpses of Spring even during Passiontide, and locals know the
rain does not disappear until at least July 05. And yet, that is the reality of life this side of
the Resurrection: Even though Jesus has conquered death, we still experience the effects of
sin and death in our lives; and even when we sin, the light of God pushes through. And yet,
we know and believe that the Resurrection is as inevitable as the changing of the seasons,
and praise God for that!

I hope you and your families have an incredible Easter. There is nothing more majestic
than our salvation through Jesus Christ.

—Fr. Moore

AWord of Joy from Archbishop Etienne
“Jesus said that He could do nothing apart from the Father,
and we can do nothing apart from the risen Jesus.”

Watch the full message by scanning the code, or find it at archseattle.org.
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NewHere?

Welcome. Whether you’re visiting for Easter, new to the
area, or returning after some time away, we’re glad you’re
here.

If you’d like to stay connected, please visit us online:

Parish stjosephferndale.org

Registration stjosephferndale.org/register

About the faith stjosephferndale.org/faith

We hope to see you again soon.

WhatcomCatholic Education

Assumption Catholic School
Assumption Catholic School is a ministry of the parish
in service to the Gospel, serving grades pre-K to 8th. We
formour students in theCatholic faith, helpingCatholics
and non-Catholics alike understand the message of Jesus
and how to live a virtuous life.

Phone: 360-733-6133 Website: assumption.school.org
Email: theoffice@assumption.school

Northern Deanery High School
Over the past two years, we’ve made great progress in
building a strong foundation for our new Catholic high
school located within Bellingham’s Sacred Heart Parish
Hall—confirming community interest, developing a sus-
tainable financial model, designing a rich curriculum,
securing Archdiocesan affiliation, attracting our corner-
stone investor, welcoming our first team member, and
selecting our initial location.

Website: ndhighschool.org

Upcoming Events

Saturday, April 4—Holy Saturday
5:00pm Confessions St Joseph

8:30pm Vigil Mass St Joseph

Sunday, April 5— Easter Sunday
8:30am Mass St Joachim

9:30am Mass St Anne

10:30am Mass St Joseph

Wednesday, April 8— Easter Octave
4:30pm Teen Adoration St Joseph

Thursday, April 9— Easter Octave
8:30am Confessions St Anne

9:00am Mass St Anne

5:00pm Mass St Joachim

Friday, April 10— Easter Octave
9:00am Mass‡ St Joseph

Saturday, April 11— Easter Octave
3:00pm Confessions St Joseph

5:00pm Mass St Anne

6:15pm High School blast St Joseph

Sunday, April 12—DivineMercy Sunday
8:00am Confessions St Joachim

8:30am Mass St Joachim

10:30am Mass* St Joseph

3:00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet St Joseph

*The Rosary is prayed 30 minutes before theMass.
‡The DivineMercy Chaplet is prayed following theMass.

III

https://stjosephferndale.org/
https://stjosephferndale.org/register
https://stjosephferndale.org/register
tel:+13607336133
https://assumption.school.org
mailto:theoffice@assumption.school
https://ndhighschool.org


Parish Guilds & Societies

The men and women of our community serve through prayer, hospitality, and the care of our sanctuaries. These guilds
and societies offer opportunities for fellowship and service in the spirit of the Gospel.

St Bernadette’s Guild
Dedicated to supporting the youth ministry programs of our
tri-parish community through prayer and service.

St Joseph · Meetings as needed
Kay Schulte · kayschulte@comcast.net

St Joseph Altar Society
Maintaining a dignified sanctuary through the care of liturgical
items and seasonal decor. They host coffee hours and support
parish art improvements.

St Joseph · Bi-monthly, Saturday, 10:30am
Betty Davenport · bettyjdavenport@comcast.net

St Jude’s Guild
Amulti-generational fellowship focused on supporting youth
missions and Jesus Day Camp through seasonal fundraising.

St Joseph · Quarterly evenings
Susan Burgler · burglers@msn.com

Knights of Columbus
A fraternal organization providing support for the Church,
priests, and families. Catholic gentlemen eighteen and over
are invited to join.

St Joseph · First Tuesday, 7pm
LloydMitchell · 907-723-2151

StMary’s Guild
Serving the ministry of consolation through funeral hospitality
and monthly potluck luncheons.

St Joseph · FirstWednesday at Noon
Noreen Clark · nrc501@aol.com

St Anne’s Altar Society
Providing hospitality for funerals and parish-wide community
events at the St. Anne mission.

St Anne · Bi-monthly, first Saturday
Tracie Gobbato · jtgobbato@yahoo.com

Catholic Daughters
Women eighteen and older working to develop their spirituality
through charitable acts in the spirit of Jesus Christ.

Monthly meetings
Michele King · michelea1438@gmail.com

All parishioners of the Northwest Corner are invited to join our societies. For more information, please reach out to the
contacts listed above or call the Parish Office.
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Parish News

Partners in the Gospel

Register:
English · Español

The Seattle Archdiocese has begun the Partners in the
Gospel initiative, which will bring the seven Catholic
church locations in Whatcom County together as one
Canonical Parish.

The Parish Family Advisory Council (PFAC) is here to
help guide this transition. Our goal is to gather your input
and share information, ensuring every parishioner has a
voice in shaping our parish family’s future.

Over the next two years, we invite you to join us in sup-
porting Fr. Moore and our community through active
participation, prayer, and listening. This process will suc-
ceed only if we work together. After Easter, PFAC will
host listening sessions to discuss our opportunities and
challenges as we unite.

Everyone is warmly invited to participate. Please use the
links at the top of this document or the QR code to select
and register for the listening session of your choice.

Faith Formation Opportunities
If you are interested in any of the following volunteer
opportunities please contact Jill Sawiki:

• Teen Adoration Chaperones: Wednesdays
4:30–6:00pm.

• MS/HS Catechists: Preparation for Sacraments of
Initiation.

• OCIC Coordinator: Focusing on children ages 8-17.
• Confirmation Catechist: Wednesdays 6:00–7:30pm.
• K-1st Grade Catechist: Wednesdays 6:00–7:30pm.
• Baptism Prep: Support for Ferndale, Blaine, and
Lummi.

• Sponsors for OCIA/OCIC:Mentors for those enter-
ing the Church.

Phone: 360-745-1654 Email: Jill@stjosephferndale.org

Divine Mercy Sunday
Celebrated on the Octave of Easter (April 12), this feast
honors the promise given to St Faustina: “The soul that
goes to Confession and receives Holy Communion shall ob-
tain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment” (Diary,
699). To prepare, we are invited to pray the Novena be-
ginning Good Friday, receive the sacraments with trust,
and practice mercy toward our neighbors.

Divine Mercy Sunday
When: Sunday, April 12, 3:00pm
Where: St Joseph
St Joseph, Ferndale will observe Divine Mercy Sunday
with the singing of the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00 pm.
The chaplet is a traditional prayer of the Church associ-
ated with the feast.

Viking Catholic
Wednesdays: 5pm, 714 N. Garden St

Sundays: 5pm, Sacred Heart, 1110 14th St
VikingCatholic is open to all young adults ages 18–25. We
offer Catholic community, bible studies, retreats, service
opportunities, andmore. Find your people, grow in faith.
Join us onWednesdays for Mass at 5pm and dinner after
(714 N. Garden St.) or Sunday Mass at 5pm and dinner
after at Sacred Heart (1110 14th St.). We can’t wait to get
to know you!

Website: vikingcatholic.org Instagram: @vikingcatholic

Weekly Adoration at Assumption
When: Thursdays 9:00am–Fridays 8:45am
Where: Assumption
24-hour Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for What-
comCatholic is held atAssumptionChurch after 8:15 a.m.
Mass, every Thursday morning beginning at 9:00am con-
tinuing until Friday morning at 8:45 a.m., ending with
Benediction. We are looking for new adorers who will
start their hours at mid-hour times (:30) to secure atten-
dance for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Interested or
have questions? Call or email Cynthia Bentley.

Phone: 360-820-9594 Email: CWithGod@yahoo.com
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Three Names, One Family

St Joseph, St Anne, and St Joachim are not three unrelated names. They belong
to one family.

Anne and Joachim are the parents of Mary. Joseph is her husband and the father who
raised Jesus. Taken together, they are the immediate family surrounding the beginning of
Jesus’ life.

That connection places our parish in a particular part of the Gospel story: not in the
crowds or in the publicministry, but in the ordinary, early life of Christ livedwithin a family.

“And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;
and the favor of God was upon him.”

—Luke 2:40
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Children, Youth and Families

Mom’s Group
When: Mondays following the 8:15amMass
Where: Sacred Heart
TheWhatcom Catholic Moms group provides a commu-
nity of faith and friendship for mothers of children age
five and under. This group offers spiritual support for
mothers as they seek to bring God’s love to their families.

Contact: Connie Schmidt · 832-210-3371

Children’s Mass and Storybook Sunday
During the Children’s Mass, young participants sit in the
front pews accompanied by youthmentors. Following the
liturgy, children gather in the classroom for a storybook
reading, faith formation, crafts, and refreshments.

OnMay 3, the parish will celebrate May Crowning. Chil-
dren are invited to bring flowers to participate in a special
procession during theMass in honor of the BlessedVirgin
Mary.

Jesus Day Camp
When: June 22–June 26, 9am–Noon
Where: St Joseph, Ferndale
Our 43rd Annual Summer Day Camp for Preschool–5th
grade children. Save the date, June 22–June 26, with spe-
cial Mass June 28th. 9am–Noon each day. All 6th–12th
graders can be helpers.

Youth Group
When: Sundays, Noon–2pm
Where: St Joseph, Ferndale, Disciples Den
Middle and high school students are invited to gather
for lunch, fellowship, and faith-based discussions. These
meetings are held weekly throughout the school year

Want to knowwhat’s coming up? To receive updates on
all children’s programs, email dawn@stjosephferndale.org.

Faith Formation

Marriage Preparation Mentor Program
We are always seeking more mentors to support our en-
gaged couples through marriage preparation. Married in-
dividuals or couples can mentor engaged couples by fa-
cilitating pre-marriage classes or providing one-on-one
support.

Contact: Anna Wittmershaus · anna@assumption.org ·
360-594-5791

Prayer andDevotional Life

Adoration Hour Bellingham
Tomaintain 23-hour adoration each week, we need 2 vol-
unteers to cover each hour, including overnight hours. If
you are willing to commit to an hour in the church with
the Eucharist each week, please consider signing up or
email Cynthia Bentley.

Email: CWithGod@yahoo.com

Adoration for Youth
When: Wednesdays, 4:30–6:00pm
Where: St Joseph Sanctuary
This period of Eucharistic Adoration is open to students
in grades 6 through 12 and their parents. It provides a quiet
environment for prayer and reflection before the Blessed
Sacrament. Refreshments are available in the parish hall
for those arriving from school, sports, or other activities.
Following Adoration, high school students may partici-
pate in Catholic faith inquiry and Bible study from 6:00
to 7:30pm.

First Friday Confessions
When: First Fridays, 4pm–5pm
Where: Assumption
Every First Friday of the month from 4pm to 5pm at As-
sumption Church in Bellingham
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Service andOutreach

Hope House
Hope House is a program of Catholic Community Ser-
vices that provides clothing and hygiene items to homeless
and low-income families in Whatcom County. They are
always looking for volunteers to help with sorting dona-
tions and greeting clients on a weekly basis.

Contact: April Jordan-Hulsey · apriljh@ccsww.org

Pastoral Volunteer Opportunities
The mission of the Pastoral Care Commission is to offer
ministries for our parishioners through the support and
development of local, regional, and Archdiocesan pro-
grams that pray for, care for, and lift those in physical,
emotional, and spiritual need. The Pastoral Care Min-
istries are ConsolationMinistry, Eucharistic Ministry to
the Homebound, Faith and Light, Funeral Receptions,
Grief Support Ministry, Health Ministry, PREPARES,
Shoulder to Shoulder.

Contact: Dr. Kathy Ernst · kathye@whatcomcatholic.org

PREPARES
PREPARES is a volunteer-led program providing sup-
port to families from pregnancy through a child’s fifth
birthday. The ministry offers essential items such as di-
apers, clothing, and layettes, while also hosting parent
support and play groups. These services are available to
all local families regardless of background.

Web: preparesforlife.org Phone: 206-737-9264
Volunteer Bham: Kathy Jenkis (kjenkis@hotmail.com) ·
East: Pam Ames (360-510-2334 · pamames@comcast.net)

St Peter Social Action
When: Thursdays, 3–5pm
Where: St Peter’s Church
This ministry distributes food, clothing, diapers, and
household supplies, as well as monthly laundry and paper
products. Financial and furniture assistance are available
as needed. Each autumn, the parish hosts the Interfaith
Coalition’s annual coat drive.

Contact: Marie Valum · 360-393-1380

St Joseph, Lynden Social Action
Through your generous contributions, the Social Action
Committee is able to assist with rent, utility bills, and
other necessities needed in and aroundWhatcom county.
Social action also helps our neighborly partners, Prepares,
New Way Ministries, Interfaith Coalition and Project
Hope.

Contact: Marie Gillies · mgillies950@gmail.com

Fellowship and Support

Women’s Connect
This group’s mission is to unite women into a deeper re-
lationship with Jesus Christ and each other. The women
meet quarterly to pray and celebrate their lives of faith.

Contact: Carolyn Huggett · chuggett@jrhuggettco.com

Coracle Men’s Group
When: Saturdays, 7:30–9:00am
Where: Assumption, Stafford Room
Led by Deacon Dale Pollard, the Coracle Men’s Group
includes a period of Adoration from 7:45 to 8:15 am. This
intentional group of men supports one another through
deeper discipleship and transformation. The name “Cor-
acle” comes from the hide-covered boat St. Brendan used
to sail to parts unknown to share the Gospel.

Contact: Dcn. Dale Pollard · deacondale@shbham.org

Spiritual Resources

Formed
Enjoy a “Catholic Netflix” of premiummovies, kids’ pro-
grams, and studies on your TV, tablet, or phone. This
high-quality resource is provided entirely free for our
parishioners.

Website: formed.org Sign-up: Search forWhatcom Catholic
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NeedHelp?

Marital Support
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has brought healing
to tens of thousands of troubled marriages worldwide.
Your situation may seem hopeless, but there is always
hope and you are not alone in your struggle. For confi-
dential information about Retrouvaille, please call or visit
our website.

Website: helpourmarriage.org Phone: 206-706-2608

Pregnancy
The Christian-supported pregnancy clinic in the area is
the Whatcom County Pregnancy Clinic.

Website: whatcomclinic.com

Housing
Catholic Community Services (CCS) and the Archdioce-
san Housing Authority (AHA) provide a range of hous-
ing options across WesternWashington, including emer-
gency shelters, transitional housing, and permanent res-
idences. These programs serve low-income individuals,
seniors, and those with special needs, offering resident
support services alongside safe and affordable housing.

Website: ccsww.org/housing

Saint Vincent de Paul
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul provides emergency,
person-to-person assistance to Whatcom County resi-
dents. In-person appointments are scheduled by tele-
phone; callers are asked to leave a message, and volunteers
return calls at least twice weekly. This work is supported
by donations from Sacred Heart and Assumption.

Phone: 360-734-2722

Project Rachel
Project Rachel provides hope and healing after abortion.
Call now for a confidential, compassionate conversation.

Whether it’s been one year or 20 years, you need time
to grieve your loss and reflect on your feelings of sorrow
and regret. Project Rachel is here to help you do that in a
supportive and confidential environment. We are here to
listen to you and help you through your pain.

Website: ccsww.org/project-rachel Phone: 206-920-6413

WISe
WISe is Catholic Community Services Northwest’s (CC-
SNW) intensive outpatientmental health program.WISe
provides home and community based wraparound ser-
vices for Medicaid-eligible youth (up to 20 years) with
multiple and complex needs, and their families.

Website: ccsww.org/wise Phone: 360-676-2164

Pray with Us
TheHoly Rosary

St Joseph, Ferndale · Sundays, 10:30am
(Offered 30 minutes beforeMass)

TheHoly Rosary
St Anne, Blaine · Thursdays, 8:30am

(Offered 30 minutes beforeMass)

Patriotic Rosary
St Joseph, Lynden · Thursdays, 11 – 2pm

DivineMercy Chaplet
St Joseph, Ferndale · Fridays, 9:30am

(Follows the 9:00amMass)

DivineMercy Chaplet
St Joseph, Lynden · Fridays, 2 – 3pm
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Next Steps

Easter is not just one day. It is the beginning of new life.

If something stirred in your heart today, a sense of peace, hope, or even quiet curiosity, know this: there is a place for you
here. Whether you come every Sunday, have been away for years, or are just beginning to ask questions, your next step
does not have to be big. It just has to be yours.

Come back next Sunday. The joy of the Resurrection is too great for one day. Every Sunday is a “little Easter,” a
chance to return to the peace of Christ and encounter Him in the Eucharist. We would be glad to see you again.

Come home through Reconciliation. If it has been a long time sinceConfession, or if you are carrying theweight
of the past, this Sacrament is a beautiful place to begin again. A priest will help guide you; there is no need to worry about
remembering every detail.

Learn more about the faith. If you are curious about the Church or ready to take a first step back, we offer a
welcoming place to ask questions and grow in understanding. You do not need to have all the answers before you begin.

Find your place in the parish. On most Sundays, we gather after Mass for coffee and conversation—a simple way
to get to know people. We invite you to register and stay connected with parish life, including retreats, small groups, and
upcoming events.

No pressure, no rush.
These are simply a few concrete next steps. Take them when you are ready.

whatcomcatholic.org stjosephferndale.org

Office 360-384-3651
Priests priests@whatcomcatholic.org

LearnMore stjosephferndale.org/faith
Register stjosephferndale.org/register
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The Northwest Corner Catholic Community
is a proud member of Whatcom Catholic.

Parish Office: 360-384-3651 ·Myra@stjosephferndale.org
whatcomcatholic.org, Parish Family #2 · stjosephferndale.org

St Joseph
5781 Hendrickson Ave, Ferndale
Scan to Give
Sunday Mass: 10:30am
Friday Mass: 9:00am
Saturday Confessions: 3:00pm

St Anne
604 H Street, Blaine
Scan to Give
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm
Thursday Mass: 9:00am
Thursday Confessions: 8:30pm

St Joachim
4180 Lummi Shore Rd, B’ham
Scan to Give
Sunday Mass: 8:30am
Thursday Mass: 5:00pm
Sunday Confessions: 8:15am

For the most up-to-dateMass and Confession times, please see whatcomcatholic.org.

Priests
Rev. Jeffrey H. Moore Pastor

Rev. T. Stephan Doss, HGN Vicar ·Rev. Gerardo Rodriguez, CMF Vicar ·Rev. Tyler Johnson Vicar
Dcn. Larry Kheriaty,Deacon ·Dcn. Dale Pollard,Deacon

To schedule time with a priest, email priests@whatcomcatholic.org or call 253-356-5522.

To request a danger-of-death emergency Anointing, please call 360-733-1388. Remember, this is for emergencies only.

Staff

LocationManager MyraWhiting 360-384-3651 Myra@stjosephferndale.org
Faith Formation Director Jill Sawiki 360-745-1654 Jill@stjosephferndale.org
Faith Formation Assistant Dawn Zimmerman 360-523-9633 Dawn@stjosephferndale.org

See you next Sunday!
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